
 

Curriculum Vitae 
The Honorable William H. Frist, M.D.  

  (last updated 10/16/03) 
 

Personal: 
Date of Birth:          February 22,1952 
Place of Birth:  Nashville, Tennessee 
Marital Status:  Married, three children 

 
Professional Address:  Office of the Majority Leader 

The United States Capitol, S-230 
Washington, DC 20510 
Tel:  202-224-3344 
Fax:  202-228-1264 
http://frist.senate.gov 

 
Current Position:  

United States Senator, Tennessee (Elected 11/08/94; Reelected 11/07/00) 
United States Senate Majority Leader - 108th Congress (Elected 12/23/02) 

   
Current Committee Assignments: 

Committee on Finance 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions 
Committee on Rules and Administration 
 

Past Committee Assignments: 
Committee on Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs (104th Congress) 
Committee on Labor and Human Resources 

Chairman, Subcommittee on Disability Policy (104th Congress) 
Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation (105th -106th Congress) 

Chairman, Subcommittee on Science, Technology and Space 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

Ranking Member, Subcommittee on African Affairs  
Committee on Small Business 
Committee on the Budget 

Chairman, Budget Committee Task Force on Education (105th Congress) 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions 

Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Public Health and Safety (107th Congress) 
 

 
Additional Initiatives and Special Assignments: 

Senate Chaplain Search Committee, 108th Congress 
Republican Deputy Whip, 106th Congress 
Founder and Co-Chairman, Science and Technology Caucus 
Co-Chairman, The Congressional Heart and Stroke Coalition 
Co-Chairman, High Tech Outreach Team 
Co-Chairman, The Forum on Technology and Innovation (1997-present) 
Vice Chairman, Alliance for Health Care Reform (1997-present) 
Member, National Bipartisan Committee on the Future of Medicare (1998-1999) 
Chairman, Senate Republican Medicare Working Group (08/95-10/96) 
Congressional Delegate to the United Nations General Assembly (2001) 
Congressional Delegate to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization Summit (November, 2002) 

 
Political Posi tions: 



 

 

United States House of Representatives 
Intern, Congressman Joe L. Evins, Tennessee (1972) 

State of Tennessee 
Chairman, Governor=s Medicaid Task Force (1992-93) 

Republican National Committee 
Health Care Coalition=s National Steering Committee, Bush-Quayle >92 

Tennessee Bush-Quayle Campaign (1992) 
Deputy Director 

Tennessee Republican Party 
Unity Forum (1993-present) 
Victory >96, Chairman 

United States Senator, Tennessee (Elected 11/84/94; Re-elected 11/07/00) 
Republican Platform Committee 

Co-Chair, 2000 Republican National Convention 
U.S. Senate Liaison, George W. Bush for President Committee (2000) 
National Republican Senatorial Committee (2000-2002) 

Chairman 
 
Professional Experience:  

1986-1993 Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
Surgical Director, Vanderbilt Multi-Organ Transplant Center 
Director, Heart and Heart-Lung Transplantation Program 

 
1986-1993 Vanderbilt University School of Medicine 

Assistant Professor of Surgery 
Department of Cardiac and Thoracic Surgery 

 
1986-1993 Nashville Veterans Administration Hospital 

Staff Surgeon, Cardiothoracic Surgery 
 
Education:  

1978  M.D. Harvard Medical School, Boston, Massachusetts (Honors) 
 

1974  A.B. Princeton University, Princeton, New Jersey 
Major: Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs 

 
Postdoctoral Training:  

1985-1986 Senior Fellow and Chief Resident 
Cardiac Transplant Service and Cardiovascular Surgery 
Stanford University School of Medicine 

 
1984  Chief Resident and Fellow In Cardiothoracic Surgery 

Massachusetts General Hospital 
 

1983  Senior Registrar in Cardiothoracic Surgery 
Southampton General Hospital 
Southampton, England 

 
1978-1983 First - Fifth Years Resident In Surgery 

Massachusetts General Hospital 
 

Research Training Experience: 
1983  Research Fellow in Surgery 

    Massachusetts General Hospital 



 

 

 
1977-1978 Cardiovascular Physiology 

Laboratory, W. John Powell, Jr., M.D. 
Cardiac Unit 
Massachusetts General Hospital 

 
Licensure:  

1981  Massachusetts (47299) 
1985-1987      California (G565591) 
1986  Tennessee (017379) 
1995  District of Columbia (32572) 

 
Specialty Boards:  

Diplomate of the National Board of Medical Examiners (194061) 
Diplomate of American Board of Surgery (35050) 
Diplomate of American Board of Thoracic Surgery (5343) 
 

Honorary Degrees 
1999 Honorary Doctorate of Medicine Meharry Medical College, Nashville, Tennessee 
1999 Honorary Doctorate of Civil Laws Rhodes College, Memphis, Tennessee 
2001    Honorary Doctorate of Laws   Maryville College, Maryville, Tennessee 
2003 Honorary Doctorate of Medicine Morehouse College of Medicine, Atlanta, Georgia 

 
Awards and Honors  

1970 William Martin Award for best all around boy in the school 
Montgomery Bell Academy, Nashville, Tennessee 

1970 John B. Hayes Award for excellence in the American Constitution 
Montgomery Bell Academy, Nashville, Tennessee 

1970 The Civitan Award for Senior Class Citizenship  
Montgomery Bell Academy, Nashville, Tennessee 

1970 Thomas H. Malone, Jr., Award for excellence in English composition  Montgomery 
Bell Academy, Nashville, Tennessee 

1970 Henry A. Fitz Award for journalism  
Montgomery Bell Academy, Nashville, Tennessee 

1973 The William Dubose Sheldon Memorial Prize Scholarship 
1974  Woodrow Wilson Scholar  

Woodrow Wilson School of Public and  International Affairs  
Princeton University, Princeton, New Jersey  

1974 Harold Willis Dodds Achievement Award 
Princeton University, Princeton, New Jersey 

1978 First Place, Awards Competition 
American Heart Association, Texas Affiliate 

1978 Mead Johnson Excellence in Research Award 
National Student Research Forum  

1978 M.D. with Honors 
Harvard Medical School  

1986 President's Award for the Best Scientific Paper 
Southern Thoracic Surgical Association 33rd Annual Meeting 

1992 President's Award for the Best Scientific Paper  
Southern Thoracic Surgical Association 39th Annual Meeting 

1992 Distinguished Service Award 
Tennessee Medical Association 

1992 President's Award for Volunteer Service  
National Kidney Foundation of Middle Tennessee 



 

 

1993 Distinguished Alumnus Award 
Montgomery Bell Academy, Nashville, Tennessee 

1995 Leadership Award 
Nashvi lle Academy of Medicine & Davidson County Medical Society 

1995 Outstanding New Member Award 
Committee for Education Funding 

1995 Certificate of Recognition 
American Red Cross, National Capital Chapter 

1995 Lifesaver Citation 
Woodmen of the World, Blount County, Tennessee 

1996 Nashville Hero Award 
American Red Cross, Nashville Area Chapter 

1997 National Public Service Award 
American Heart Association 

1997 Congressional Initiatives Award 
American Horticultural Industry Council of the American Horticultural Therapy Association 

1997 The Joseph F. Boyle, M.D., Award For Distinguished Public Service 
American Society of Internal Medicine 

1998 The American Chemical Society Public Service Award 
1998 The National Association of Geriatric Education Centers Award 
1999 1999 Good Guys Award 

Nashville Women=s Political Caucus  
1999 Science Coalition Champion of Science Award 
1999 1999 Hero of the Taxpayer Award 

Americans for Tax Reform 
2000 Commitment to Parks and Recreation on a National Level Award 

The Tennessee Recreation and Parks Association 
2000 2000 Award for Support of Science 

Council of Scientific Society Presidents 
2000 Certificate of Merit  

(for the preservation of the historical and architectural heritage of Tennessee) 
The Tennessee Historical Commission 

2000 Special Recognition Award for Outstanding Commitment to Local Governance of Education, 
National School Board Association    

2000 First Annual Public Policy Leadership Award 
American Society of Transplantation      

2000  Legislative Recognition Award 
American Ambulance Association  

2000 Certificate of Merit 
The Tennessee Historical Commission 

2000 2000 Award for Support of Science 
Council of Scientific Society Presidents  

2000 The George E. Brown, Jr., Science-Engineering-Technology Leadership Award 
Science-Engineering-Technology Work Group and 
The Coalition for Technology Partnerships 

2000 Spirit of Enterprise Award  
U.S. Chamber of Commerce 

2000 Outstanding Commitment to Local Governance of Education  
"Special Recognition Award" 
National School Board Association 

2000 Congressional Champion Award 
Rotary International 

2000 American Institute for Public Service Jefferson Award  
American Institute for Public Service 



 

 

2000 2000 Hero of the Taxpayer Award 
Americans for Tax Reform 

2000 Year of the Senior Award 
The 60-Plus Association 

2000 Champion of the Small Business Community  
The Small Business Survival Committee  

2000 Guardian of Small Business Award 
National Federation of Independent Business 

2000 Legislator of the Year 
Biotechnology Industry Association 

2000 Jefferson Award 
Citizens for a Sound Economy 

2000 The William V. Corr Award 
The Tennessee Primary Care Association 

2000 Senior Legislative Achievement Award 
The Seniors Coalition 

2000 2000 SEDC Legislative Honor Roll Award 
Southern Economic Development Council 

2000 Service Award for Defending America=s Flag 
The Citizens Flag Alliance 

2001 Guardian of Small Business Award 
National Federation of Independent Business 

2001 Spirit of Enterprise Award 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce 

2001 Public Service Award 
National Association of County and City Health Officials 

2001 Public Service Award 
Association of Air Medical Services 

2001 Silvio Conte Award for Public Awareness and Education 
Brain Injury Association 

2001 Distinguished Community Health Champion Award 
National Association of Community Health Centers 

2001 Golden Plate Award 
American Academy of Achievement 

2001 Congressional Service Award 
InterAction American Council for Voluntary International Action 

2001 Eagle Award 
Tennessee Associated Builders and Contractors 

2001 Honor Roll of Legislative Achievement in Economic Development Award 
Southern Economic Development Council  

2001 Special Recognition for Service of Veterans and Veterans Programs 
Disabled American Veterans 

2001  Hero of the Taxpayer Award 
Americans for Tax Reform 

2002 Pioneer Award for E-Mail Constituent Care 
EchoMail 

2002 Publius Award for Distinguished Leadership  
The Center for the Study of the Presidency 

2002 Honor Award 
Oncology Nursing Society 

2002 TechNet Founders Circle Award 
TechNet 

2002 Tax Fighter Award 
The National Tax-Limitation Committee 



 

 

2002 Outstanding Contribution Award 
The North American Transplant Coordinators Organization  

2002 Hero of the Taxpayer Award 
Americans for Tax Reform 

2002 Board of Directors Award 
Healthcare Financial Management Association 

2002 Extraordinary Leadership Award 
Partnership for Community Safety 

2002 Guardian of Small Business Award 
National Federation of Independent Business 

2002 Honor Award 
American Society of Anesthesiologists 

2002 True Blue Award 
Family Research Council 

2002  Leadership Award 
National Presbyterian Church 

2002    National Leadership Award 
AIDS Action 

2003 Legislative Achievement Award 
American College of Nurse Practitioners 

2003 James Madison Award 
American Whig-Cliosophic Society 

2003 Woodrow Wilson Award 
Princeton University 

2003 Freedom Award    
International Republican Institute 

2003 Congressional Organ Transplantation Public Policy Leadership Award 
American Society of Transplantation 

2003 Distinguished Community Health Champion Award 
National Association of Community Health Centers, Inc.  

2003 Heroes Award 
Court TV 

2003 Congressional Champion Award 
YMCA    

2003 Duggan Award 
Institute of International Education 

2003 Award of Appreciation 
Omega Omicron Chapter and the Tennessee Region of Phi Theta Kappa 

2003 Chair Award 
AcademyHealth 

2003 Horst G. Denk Award  
Independent Bakers Association 

2003 Medal of Honor Award  
US Oncology 

2003 Leadership Award 
March of Dimes 

 
Society Memberships:  

Alpha Omega Alpha 
American Bronco-Esophagological Association 
American College of Chest Physicians 
American College Of Surgeons 
American Medical Association 
American Society of Transplant Physicians 



 

 

American Society of Transplant Surgeons 
Association for Academic Surgery 
Cum Laude Society 
Flying Physicians' Association 
H. William Scott, Jr. Society 
International Society for Heart and Lung Transplantation 
Massachusetts Medical Society 
Nashville Academy of Medicine 
Nashville Cardiovascular Society 
Nashville Surgical Society 
Society of Thoracic Surgeons 
Southeastern Surgical Congress 
Southern Thoracic Surgical Association 
Tennessee Medical Association 
Tennessee Transplant Society 
The Transplantation Society 

 
Board, Committee and Civic Memberships: 
 
Current  American Running Association 

Honorary Board of Directors (2001 - present) 
Center for Excellence in Education 

Honorary Board of Trustees (2001 - present) 
Center for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS)  

Advisory Board (2001 - present) 
Council on Foreign Relations 

Member (2002 - present) 
Harvard Medical School  

Co-Chair, Advisory Council for the Department of Health Care Policy (1999 - 
present) 

John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts  
Board of Trustees (2003-present) 

Library of Congress Center for Russian Leadership Development 
Board of Trustees (2001 - present) 

Montgomery Bell Academy, Nashville, Tennessee 
Advisory Board 

National Endowment for Democracy 
Board of Directors (2001 - present) 

Rotary Club of Nashville (1993 - present)   
Smithsonian Institution  

Board of Regents (1997 - present) 
Chairman, Board of Regents Audit and Review Committee (2000 - 2003)  

 St. Alban=s School, Washington, D.C. 
Governing Board (2001 - present) 
Advisory Board, School for Public Service (2002 - present) 

 
 
Past:   American Heart Association, Middle Tennessee Chapter 

Board of Directors (1990-1994) 
President-Elect (1989-1990) 
President (1991-1992) 
Chairman, Medical and Community Programs (1990-1991) 
Honorary Chairman, 1996 Heart Gala 

American Heart Association, Tennessee Affiliate 



 

 

Board of Directors (1991-1994) 
State Campaign Chairperson (1996) 
Honorary Chairman, 1996 Heart Gala 

American Lung Association of Tennessee 
Board of Directors (1989-1991) 

Cumberland Science Museum 
Board of Directors (1989-1992) 

Ensworth School 
Board of Trustees (1992-1994) 

Frist Center for the Visual Arts 
Board of Directors (2001 - 2002) 

Girl Scout Advisory Board, Cumberland Valley Girl Scout Council (1993) 
Harvard College 

Board of Overseers Committee on University Resources (1993-1994) 
Leadership Nashville (1990-1991) 
Nashville Academy of Medicine 

Delegate to the Tennessee Medical Association House of Delegates, (1992-1994) 
Co-Chairman, Medico-Legal Committee (1990-1993) 

The National Cooperative Transplantation Study  
(HCFA/UNOS/Battelle-Seattle Research Center) 
Advisory Committee (1989-1991) 

National Heart Assist Transplant Fund 
Advisory Board (1987-1995) 

National Heart Transplantation Network,  
Blue Cross/Blue Shield Clinical Advisory Panel (1990) 

National Kidney Foundation of Middle Tennessee 
Board of Directors (1990-1993) 
Vice-President (1991-1992) 

Princeton University 
Board of Trustees (1974-1978), (1991-2001) 
Advisory Board, Center for Economic Policy Studies (1995-2001) 
Advisory Committee, University Health Services (1978-1984) 

Smithsonian Museum of Natural History (2001) 
Smithsonian Institution  

Chairman, Board of Regents Audit and Review Committee (2000 - 2003)  
State of Tennessee 

Chairman, Governor's Medicaid Task Force (1992-1993) 
Strategies for Prevention of Disease and Promotion of Health  

(Institute of Medicine, National Academy of Sciences) 
Advisory Committee (1977) 

Tennessee Donor Services, Advisory Board (1986-1994) 
Organ Procurement Committee 
Ethics and Legislative Committee 
Professional Education Committee 

Tennessee Medical Association 
Alternate Delegate (1988-1991) 

Third National Bank (Sun Trust),  
Board of Directors (1990-1994) 

Transplantation Science 
Editorial Board (1991 - 1994) 

United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS) 
Chairman, Communications Committee (1989-1991) 

Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
Tumor Committee (1988-1990) 



 

 

Chairman, Executive Committee,  
Vanderbilt Transplant Center (1989-1993)  

Medical Center Ethics Committee (1991-1993) 
Committee on Laparoscopy and Laser Use in the Operating Room,  

(1991-1993) 
Operations Improvement Communications Committee (1992) 
Operative Services Value Analysis Committee (1993) 

Veterans Administration Medical Center, Nashville, Tennessee 
Organ and Tissue Donation Committee (1992-1993) 

YMCA Foundation of Metropolitan Nashville 
Board of Trustees (1992-1994) 

 
Other Activities:  

Aviation:  commercial, instrument, and multi-engine ratings 
 
Marathon races:  

October 25, 1998 Marine Corps Marathon   Washington, DC  
October 24, 1999 Marine Corps Marathon  Washington, DC  
November 7, 1999 New York City Marathon  New York, NY  
April 29, 2000 Country Music Marathon  Nashville, Tennessee  
October 22, 2000 Marine Corps Marathon  Washington, DC  
October 28, 2001 Marine Corps Marathon  Washington, DC  
November 4, 2001 New York City Marathon  New York, NY 
April 27, 2002 Country Music Half-Marathon Nashville, Tennessee  

 
Research Projects: 

NIH # 2S07 RR05424-30  Biomedical Research Science Grant (School of Medicine) 
Title: Use of Positron Emission Tomography to Document Blood Flow and Rejection after 

Heart Transplant Rejection  
Principal Investigator 
Project Period:  09/01/91-11/30/92 

 
American Heart Association, Tennessee Affiliate, New Investigator Award 

Title: Photopheresis for the Treatment of Cardiac Allograft Rejection  
Collaborating Investigator 
Project Period:  07/01/92-06/30/94 

 
The Danzler Bond Ansley Foundation 

"Physiological Exercise Response in Heart Transplant Recipient at 1 Year." 
 

The Fleming Foundation   
"Physiological Exercise Response in Heart Transplant Recipient at 1 Year." 
"Cytomegalovirus Disease After Heart Transplantation:  Is Acyclovir Prophylaxis Indicated?" 

 
"Clinical Application of the Novacor Left Ventricular Assist System" 

Principal Investigator 
 

"Immunosuppressive Effect of Rabbit Anti-thymocyte Serum After Heart or Lung Transplantation"   
Principal Investigator 

 
"The Immunogenicity of Routine Vaccines in Immunosuppressed Pediatric Heart Transplant 
Patients"   

Co-Investigator 
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